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Synopsis

"The Arctic trails do indeed have their secret tales, and one of the best is that of The Mad Trapper of
Rat River, equal to the legends of Bonnie and Clyde or John Dillinger. Now author Dick North (of
course) may have solved the mystery of the Mad Trapper’s true identity, thereby enhancing the
saga."--Thomas Mclntyre, author of Seasons & Days: A Hunting Life"A courageous and unrelenting
posse on the trail of a furious and desperate wilderness outlaw . . . Lean and bloody, meticulously
researched, The Mad Trapper of Rat River is a dark and haunting story of human endurance,
adventure, and will that speeds along like the best fiction."--Bob Butz, author of Beast of Never, Cat
of GodThey called it "The Arctic Circle War." It was a forty-eight-day manhunt across the harshest
terrain in the world, the likes of which we will never see again. The quarry, Albert Johnson, was a
loner working a string of traps in the far reaches of Canada’s Northwest Territories, where winter
temperatures average forty degrees below zero.The chase began when two Mounties came to ask
Johnson about allegations that he had interfered with a neighbor’s trap. No questions were asked.
Johnson discharged the first shot through a hole in the wall of his log cabin. When the Mounties
returned with reinforcements, Johnson was gone, and The Arctic Circle War had begun.On
Johnson’s heels were a corps of Mounties and an irregular posse on dogsled. Johnson, on
snowshoes, seemed superhuman in his ability to evade capture. The chase stretched for hundreds
of miles and, during a blizzard, crossed the Richardson Mountains, the northernmost extension of

the Rockies. It culminated in the historic shootout at Eagle River.
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It was a bitterly cold December 26, 1931 when four members of the RCMP approached the small
cabin of a mysterious trapper named Albert Johnson. There sole intent was to question Johnson
about a complaint made by a neighbouring trapper concerning traps that had been tampered with.
But without a word, the trapper fired upon the constables, injuring one. Shortly thereafter, Johnson
had disappeared into the bush, thus instigating an epic manhunt that would last close to fifty days,
and span some 150 miles.Forty years later, author Dick North set out to document the story, and,
more importantly, try and cast light on the identity of the mysterious Albert Johnson. Relying heavily
on eye-witness accounts, North pieces together an interesting, sometimes rivetting story. But
admittedly, there are limitations, and in the end, much is left to conjecture.North concludes that
Albert Johnson was more than likely a man who also went by the name of Arthur Nelson, and who
for seven years prior to his death supposedly trapped and prospected in northern Saskatchewan
and British Columbia. Alway quiet and "non-commital" this Arthur Nelson came and went
mysteriously, and exhibited traits quite similar to that of the Mad Trapper.Although disdained by
some--especially women, around whom he evidently was extremely shy--many were understanding
of his peculiar loner idiocincricies. But, provided that this Arthur Nelson is in fact Albert
Johnson--which appears to be fairly likely--he apparently grew increasingly paranoid and suspicious
of people. All of which led people to believe that he was hiding something. And as is always the

case, there is much speculation as to what it was.
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